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PARENTAGE OF DEFECTIVES

tive, and Dr. Penrose estimates that approxi-
mately a quarter of the inmates of the Royal
Institution, Colchester, come from sub-
cultural families. On the improbable assump-
tion, therefore, that none of the remaining
defectives who fall outside the sub-cultural
group (three-quarters of the inmates of the
Royal Institution) had a mentally defective
parent, the minimum reduction attainable by
preventing the parenthood a generation ago of
all certifiable defectives in the community
would be a quarter of 28 per cent., i.e. 7 per
cent. But it must be remembered that the pro-
portion of sub-cultural and other types of de-
fectives in the Royal Institution at Colchester
is much smaller than that which obtains on
anaverage in the general community—this for
the reason that lower grades of defectives
tend to find their way into institutions, and
are found there in larger numbers than in the
general community.

The conclusion which may tentatively be
drawn from the very careful investigations
above referred to is that, if the parents of
defectives are closely scrutinized, it will be
found that more than 5 per cent. are born of
parents one or both of whom are mental de-
fectives ; and that the principle of steriliza-
tion, if limited to mental defectives, but
applied to them in the most thorough-going
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way, would have more appreciable eugenic
results than has been suggested by some
authorities.

In conclusion, however, it must be clearly
recognized that the type of sterilization
recommended by the Brock Committee is
strictly voluntary and that, to begin with,
at any rate, only a small proportion of de-
fectives for whom it might be regarded as
appropriate would apply to be sterilized. It
would, therefore, be idle to expect appreci-
able results from legalizing a measure of
voluntary sterilization limited to mental de-
Sectives. From the eugenic standpoint the
chief value of the recommendations of the
Brock Committee are that they advocate
voluntary sterilization for the probable
carriers of mental defectiveness, i.e., for the
types of person who, in this country, would
be regarded as retarded normals and who,
in Denmark, would be regarded as debile
persons or dullards. In this connection the
shocking family history quoted on page 87
of the Brock Report is interesting. In this
family 17 children had been born, of whom
12 were living. Of these 12 living children, 8
were defective. But neither the father nor the
mother of this family was defective. They were
carriers of defectiveness, that is retarded
normals.
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THE GERMAN STERILIZATION LAW

sufficient numbers of volunteers for steriliza-
tion would be forthcoming to allow of a
useful scientific investigation of the results
if (1) their sterilization law had been on a
voluntary basis originally or (2) were made
voluntary now.

Mrs. C. B. S. Hodson suggested as a pos-
sible explanation of the wide variations in the
number of cases of sterilization from different
areas in Germany the possibility that these
might be correlated with differences in the
method of administrating the new law.
Taking an analogy from America she said
that States with compulsory laws for the
most part showed a negligible number of
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operations whereas California, having ad-
ministered as a voluntary measure a law
which read as entirely compulsory, authoriz-
ing the operation only on patients who had
signed an application for it, had its well-
known high record of sterilizations for
eugenic purposes. The administrators of the
German law, whom she herself had met, had
an infectious enthusiasm for the racial value
of sterilization and proclaimed as heroes of
the Fatherland those who volunteered for the
operation or freely consented to it. Where
they succeed in carrying public opinion with
them the grave difficulties created by a com-
pulsory system would not be likely to arise.

Editor :
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THE PROBLEM OF MATERNAL MORTALITY 279

upon its constitutional and hereditary robust-
ness, but upon its protection from bacterial
attack and the artificial and medical assist-
ance it receives. In short, we save the weak
or defective potential mothers at birth and
during childhood, who become increasingly

unfitted themselves to survive the test of
giving birth. The only remedy is the eugenic
one of caring for the finer stock rather than
subsidizing the diseased and defective.”’*

* Pitt-Rivers, Weeds in the Garden of Marriage,
PP. 73-4.
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Genetics for Everyman

THE following item from a national daily
newspaper may throw a new light on
eugenics for readers of this REVIEW.

‘“ There is no doubt that for those years (the first
nine of her life) Eugenette Bolce, England'’s first
eugenic baby, fulfilled all the eugenic theories of
her father and mother. Before she was born in
Hampstead twenty-one years ago, her parents had
talked with comedians so that their child should
have a sense of humour. They filled their home
with lovely things so that the child, too, should
adore beauty.

‘“ Mrs. Taylor, a rugged, black-eyed old lady of
seventy-four, has brought up sixteen children of
her own, and is now bringing up the grand-
children.

“ * I did not know anything about eugenics,’ she
said, ‘ until I met Billy Bolce. He and I agreed on
these things for Eugenette—plenty of air, plenty
of food, and plenty of freedom.’”’

In America, as the following extract from

THE EUGENICS REVIEW

a Kansas newspaper shows, they can go one
better :

‘“ In Pittston, Pa., a baby girl was born recently
with a perfectly formed Blue Eagle stamped in the
centre of its little forehead. The birth-mark looks
exactly like the strange bird which is now seen
everywhere in public places. When the infant
laughs or cries, the mark turns from a reddish
colour to a deep blue. While watching an N.R.A.
parade ten days before the child’s birth, its
mother fainted and had to be taken home ; hence
the strange birth-mark.”

Elections to the Society

TaE following have been elected Life Fellows
(starred) and Members of the Eugenics
Society during the past quarter :

*Lady Chambers (trans- W. E. Godfrey, Esq.
ferred from Fellow- *Lt.-Col. G. E. Malcom-

ship) son, I.M.S. (Rtd.)
Howard Copland, Esq. (transferred from.
Mrs. Stewart Farquharson = Membership)
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REVIEWS OF BOOKS

Herrick : ‘““ the competence of the men who
are working at it,” i.e. the neurological ex-
planation of mind, “ is certainly as good as is
that of the psychologists . . . the trouble
seems to be that these researches are so

BIRTH CONTROL
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recondite that they must of necessity infil-
trate into common knowledge and literature
very slowly.” They are, nevertheless, avail-
able. B

If you wish to be well informed as to the
ECONOMIC, SOCIAL and POLITICAL

aspects of Birth Control read the

NEW GENERATION
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The Great “Poverty in Plenty ”
Delusion
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fellows, the leucocytes and the lymphocytes! They
are my heroes, the shock troops, the most gallant of
fighters, and deserve the D.S.O. or Victoria Cross,
alive or dead. And if they are pale, not ruddy-
cheeked like the Reds—those swaggering oxygen
stealers—they are bigger than they, and more
athletic, too. . . . How can we strengthen these
powerful allies of ours ? Keep up a stout heart ; be
optimistic and joyful, and they will multiply. Take
good nourishing food, and an hour after they are
double in number. Take a tonic cold bath and the
same thing happens. I have sung the praises of
the corpuscles of the blood. Now I shall sing the
p=an of the liquid in which they float.”’—then you
will like this book, for it is full of it.

In a foreword the author states that his material
first appeared in a daily newspaper, but its

THE EUGENICS REVIEW

readers ‘ besought him "’ to publish it in book
form. It takes all sorts to make a world.
E. M. HoLMEs.

Stubbe, H. Natiirliche Zuchtwahl. Berlin, 1934.
Brehm. Pp. 29, 2 illus. RM.o.g0.

Tuis is a popular presentation of the principles of
natural selection, starting with an exposition of
the phenomena of variation, non-hereditary,
segregational and mutational, their influence on
the population and the action and effect of natural
selection on such a population. Finally, the results
of artificially discontinuing natural selection in
such a population are graphically illustrated by
reference to human society.
P. S. Hupson.
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II. To spread a knowledge of the laws of heredity so far as they are surely known, and so far as
that knowledge may affect the improvement of the race.

III. To further Bugenic Teaching, at home, in the schools, and elsewhere.

Applications for Fellowship and Membership should be addressed to the Secretary, Rugenics
Society, 69 Eccleston Square, London, S.W.r Fellows, who are elected by the Council and vote
on all matters concerning the constitution, pay one guinea per annum; Members pay ten shillings
per annum. Both receive the EUGENICS REVIEW free, are entitled to attend lectures, discussions
and general meetings, and have the use of the library.

Those who are mot members can subscribe for the EucENics Riview. Communications regarding
subscriptions to the EucENics Revigw should be addressed to Messrs. Macmillan & Co. Ltd., St.
Martin’s Street, London, W.C.2.

Rditorial communications and Books and Periodicals for review should be addressed to the Editor.
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APPLICATION FORM
To the General Secretary of the Eugenics Society

Sir,

I desire to be admitted as a of the
Eupenics Society, and I accordingly enclose £ : :
in payment of my annual subscription.* I hereby authorize you,
immediately upon my election, to enter my name in the Register in
accordance with the terms of the Memorandum and Articles of

Association.
Yours faithfully,

Signature

Address
* Fellowship, £1 1 0; Membership, 10/-: ition for Life Fellowship, Ten 3uineas. The S y will be plessed

to send & banker's ordor form—for regular payment—to any who prefer it.
- o
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